All American Instructor Shines in Division Title Tie-Breaker
October 6, 2009- The Detroit Tigers faced off against the Minnesota Twins in game number 163 for both teams; a tiebreaking game to decide who would represent the American League Central in the American League Division Series.  Don Kelly entered the game in the tenth inning as a pinch runner for Aubrey Huff who reached first base after being hit by a pitch.  Kelly then scored the go-ahead run in a 4-4 ballgame from first base on a double by Brandon Inge down the third base line to put the Tigers up 5-4 in the top of the tenth inning.  The Twins answered back in the bottom of the tenth to tie the game 5-5.  After a scoreless 11th inning, Kelly came to the plate in the top of the 12th with a runner on first and one out.  Kelly belted a single to left field and advanced to second base on the throw from the outfield.  With runners on second and third and only one out, the Twins intentionally walk the bases loaded.  Don advanced to third on a fielders choice as the would-be go-ahead run was forced out at home plate.  Kelly, for the second time in the game, represented the go-ahead run with two outs, but a strike out to end the inning left the bases loaded and the game still tied at 5.  The bottom half of the 12th inning was the deciding factor as the Twins won the game with a walk-off single to right field.  
Don Kelly finished the season hitting .250 with an on-base-percentage of .311.  He appeared in 31 games for the Tigers after being called up on June 11th for the road series against the Pittsburgh Pirates.  Kelly’s Major League Baseball biography can be found here.  As a Professional Baseball Instructor, we are pleased to have Don Kelly as part of our staff.  Don will be available for hitting and fielding lessons at our North Campus.  
